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NAGORND-KARABAKH

Key developments since May 2000;  From Sepiember 1o November 2000, some 3 million
square meters of land in the Askeran and Martakeni regions were cleared of mines. At
the same time, the Deferse Ministry cleared 270,000 squane meters of arable land in the
Hadrout region, which was handed over 1o the families of war disabled, incheding mene
wictims. |m 2000, fifleen people fell victim 1o landmines.

[

Magormo-Karsbakh is an autonomous region in the Sowth Caucasus. [n [988 it
voled to secede from Azerbaijan and join Armenia, which resulied in armed condlict from
1988-1994.  The region declared independence as the Nagomo-Karabakh Republic
(MKR) on I Seplember 1991, The NER has not been recognized by the United Nations.
Om 12 May 1994 Azerhaijan, MNagomo-Farsbakh, and Armenia signed a cease-fire
agreement. which is sl in effect. Negotiations for the final settlement of the conflict
umder the suspéces of the OSCE Minsk group sre still in progress. As o result of the
canflsol. pasts of the reghon snd Western Arerhaijan are plagusd with landmines,

Mine Ban Palicy

Stalements from MNagomd=Karsbakh political and military leaders indicate that it
woulkd not poin the Mine Bam Treaty if il were eligible to do 50, Om 14 Seplember 2000,
Magormo-Karsbakh Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, A. Ghoulian, 1old the
coondinator of the Nagomo-Karabakh Committes of the ICBL. “The lack of setibement of
the conflict hinders Nagomo-Karahakh from joining the Convention unilsterally.™ The
positznn of the Nagoma-Karshakh military is that as long as the potential for renswal of
hastilities remains, mines are pecessary; however, immedisiely afier a final and
comprehensive settlement is reached, it will be necessary to clear mines (rom the entire
territary of Nagomo-Karahakh *

The Magomo-Karabakh Commitice of the ICBL is educating the public through
coverage in mass media ghout ihe Mine Ban Treaty. including siories in the newspaper
Azar Arrsalh,

B MK Mine Action Programme Annsall Report 2000, MACC, 3 January 2001, p. 10,
available i cwelonme tnimacckosovos, socersed on 12 June 2001,

! Mecung between e Depuly Manbster of Forcign Affsin sad s coondinator of the
Maporsy-Karahakh Commifloe of the ICBL. 14 September D0, covered an Azl Arisabh
{Independent Karabakh, nowspaper), 16 Soplomber 2000,

! [Hscussions with soldiers and members of the special mise clesriag regienent, including Lt
Col. Asaaly Galayss, Commander of the miac-cleaing repisent, MNaporay-Karabakh Miniasry of
[kfense, 1o kate 1999 and carly 2000
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PFroduction, Transfer, Stockpiling, Use

Acconding 1o Depaly Chief of the Field-Engineer Service of the Nagomo- Karabakh
Defense Ammy, Lt Col. Marsel Pogosian, Magomo-Karabakh has aever produced or
exported mines, and has not purchased new mines since 1995." The types and quantities
of antipersonne]l mines held in stockpile are anknown, but most likely are of former
Soviet origin,

According to Lt Col. Pogosian, since 1995 no new mining cperations have besn
performed, with the exception of the line of contact.® On 18-19 May 2001, for the first
time in the history of the Magomo-Karshakh conflict, Azeri Colone]l Elhan Husseinoy
and General Vilaly Balasalian from Magomo-Karabakh, sccompanied by the three
negotiatons from the OSCE's “Minsk Group™ (Carey Cavanaugh of the US, Nikola
Gribkov of Russia and Philippe de Suramaen of France), crossed the line of conlact
between the armed lorces of Nagomo-Karabalch and Azerbaijan in the vicinity of ihe ci
of Agdam. The area of crossing was cleared of mines beforehand and laler maned again.

Landmine Froblem

Approximately 150 million square meters of land, roads and forests miust femain 1o
be surveyed in MNagomo-Karabakh for fubure mine clesrance.® Nearly 50 million square
meters of this land i3 arable. The Minister of Agriculuse Armo Tsamran stated that 300%
of the temilory's agricaliural lands we nod being used because of the mine danger. He
pointed out that these lands sre the most prodective aress in the valleys and foothills,
The Minister alsa reported that 80,000 sguare meters of vincyards ase also inaccessible
because of the mines,”

Mine Action Coordination

In 1993, MNagomi-Karsbakh ceated a Woeking Group on Mine FProblems
{WOMPY, under the suspices of the Special Commassion on Mine Issues. s initial task
was 1o begin 0 collect information on the landmine problem Hl‘:dﬂibri!-pnt-lﬂ
representative of the prime minister its activities were expanded (o inclade coordination
among the vamous relevant mandsrics dealimg wilh the vanious aspecis of the mine
problem incloding mine clearance, minelichd marking and mappeng, mane awareneis
activities, and provision of basbe medical abd courses. Aside from the official sinsciures,
MO0 like the HALD Trust and ICRC are members of the WOMP. The Magomo-
Karshakh Commiites of ihe ICBL was included in the WGMP by a Prime Minisier's
decree on 23 March 2000,

¥ Lbeutenam - Colone] Marsel Pogosian, Depety Chicf, Pickd Engineor Sorvicr. af a merting of
hﬁ'::mﬂmq:w Mline Problesns (WOMP, 21 Movemsber 200

" Mises cleared, uscaty comsnanders cye Magome Karabakh peace.” Agrmcr France Pressr,
24 May 2001 ; Mamssd Arcragly,“Karahakh, site of conflict™ reporting for Kavka: Center, 22 May

2001.

* Program of e MagomyKeshalh Special Commission, presesied ai the § June 2000
mﬂu:iu*qfﬁl:wﬁhtk

Az Artsabiy (independent Karabakh, newipaper]), 4 April 2000,
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According to the head of the WGMP, Mels Akopderhanyan, Nagormo- Karshakh has
prepared a national mane clearance plan, but iMernational assisiance will be necessary to
implement iL* Addionally, acconding 1o Li. Col. Pogosian, an order from the Defense
Miniser nHJEmS field-emgineer umits 1o carry oul mine clearing of arable lands has boen
warked out,

Mine Clearance

Special units of the Emergency Stuations Department, jointly with HALO Trusi
and elements of Deferse Ministry, camy oul mine clearance in Nagomo-Karabakh,
Duiring 1he mine clearance operaions the most freguently found mines are OZM-T2,
PMN-2, POMZ-2."

In Japuary 2004 HALD resumed operations in Nagomo-Karabakh, HALD
conducted refresher traiming and equipment nefurbishment for the existing humanitaman
deminers in MNagomo-Karabakh, and conducted specialist training for the staff of the
Deparvment of Emergency Simations, before going on 1o extablish s own independent
Baitle Area Cleasamce teams. Initially with suppos from Fondation Pro Victimis and
Ant-Landmajn Stchting and subsequently with support from the Royval Netherlands
Covernmend, HALD has deployed three Battle Area Clearance teams which cleared a
iotal of ¥7 manes and 4,587 UXO between June and November 2000, Beaween Seplember
and Movember 2000, three square kilometers of land was cleared of UXO by these teams
in the Askeran and Maraker regions. [n late 1lIZI.'II HALC plans to augmen the present
capacily with two manual mine chearance teams. "

In 2000, Defense Ministry fcams cleared 27 hectares (2700000 square méders) of
arable land in the Hadrut region and handed it over o families of war invalids, inclsding
mime vicums.'* In addition to mine cleasance, the marking of minefields is in progress,
pasticulardy in the centrall and nocthern regrons of Adkeran and Mastaken,

Uincemtainty abouwi the future prevenis mine action programs in many aness,
especially alomg the line aff contast between Nagormo-Karabakh and Azerbasjan,

Mine Awaremss

[n 1999 1he aulboses of Nagorno Karabakh created the Mine Awareness Wiorking
Group (MAWGE  Meetings convened regularly by the MAWG offer the opporiunity to
share infosmation sath other stnectares mvelved in the mine X0 problem and io
regulate their various activities. In 2000 the MAWEG, with the suppont of the International
Committes of the Red Cross (ICRC), arganized 10 meetings. '

" Meh Abopdrhanyvan. head of Working Geoup oo Mine Problem. al a mestisg of the
WIGMP, 21 Navember D0

* Licutenant-Coknel Marsel Pogosian, Depaty Chac, okl Engincor Sorvice, a a mectang of
ihe 'ﬁ'n::i:lng Girossp om Mine Problerss {WiGRMIP), 21 Movesnher 20000

Thidl

" Emuil o Landmine Monator (HEW) from Richasd Boslicr, Deik @dficer Eusope. The
HALD Tnait, 26 July 2001

" Lieutengst-Colonel Marsel Pogoidss, Deputy Chief, Field Engiseer Service, o o meeting of
the WEMP. 21 Novembser 200

" Infeirmutcon prosadad by the ICRE, 11 July 2001,
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